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 NIA HOUSE’S PRESCHOOL YARD 

has!beautiful!!new changes!!

!

Thank you 
Eric, Cara and  Lemire & Co. 

Thanks to the hard work, vision, and generosity of the Lemire 
Family, Nia House’s primary school yard is a site to behold! We 
have poured rubber around all climbing structures, built a new and 
more spacious sandbox, planted a new lawn, placed boulders for 
climbing and jumping, and more. We are so grateful. Our 
gratitude shows with jumping delight!  

 
“If help and salvation are to 
come, they can only come from 
the children, for the children are 
the makers of men.” 

Dr. Maria Montessori 



“Founding Nia House was 
the fulfillment of a dream. I 
always had the motivation 
to create a generation of 

young people that grew up 
with absolute confidence in 
their own lives, the capacity 
to engage and interact and 
create healthy relationships 

with anybody- Montessori 
provides that. “ 

Tia Waller-Pryde 
Nia House Founder 

 
I had the honor of sitting down with Tia Waller-Pryde, Nia House’s 
founder, and learned about her vision for the school, how Nia House 
began, and how she believes Montessori’s approach fits into the 
contemporary climate of educational equity. 
 
“I had worked with preschool-aged children since I was 13 and had 
dreamed of one day having a school of my own. In July of 1974, I was 
23 years old and had just completed my M.Ed., including a 
specialization and certification in the Montessori method. I was on 
vacation in San Francisco and was encouraged by my best friend to 
chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo to find a teaching position that would 
allow me to stay in the Bay Area. Not only was that the beginning of 
my Buddhist practice, which transformed my life (and is a much longer 
story), it also fulfilled my long-held desire to establish a school for 
low-income children. 
 
Within two weeks of my arrival in California, I met Ruth Massinga, who 
then ran Berkeley Children’s Services (BCS). Ruth was a social worker 
by profession but most importantly, she was a strong advocate for 
children, particularly those from underserved communities. The city of 
Berkeley had recently assessed the need for children’s programs and 
was providing funding to BCS to expand existing services and create 
new ones. My good fortune was meeting Ruth at just the right time. 
She hired me to create a new preschool in Berkeley focused on 
serving low- and moderate-income families. 
 
A building on Solano Avenue was already identified for the site but 
needed renovations to house a children’s program. With the help of 
the Army Corps of Engineers and sound advice from Ruth, our 
dedicated staff and supportive parents brought Nia House into 
existence. The center had a sliding fee scale with many families 
paying $20/month for a full-day program that included a hot meal. A 
wonderful community of children and their families embraced our 
approach and began to thrive. 
 
For me, Montessori’s approach to learning is what education in our 
world should be. It is an approach that builds confidence, 
independence, caring for self and others, and results in self-motivated 
learners. Children learn to respect and value every person and to 
understand their connectedness to others and their environment.  
 
The opportunity for African American and Latino children from 
underserved communities to have early learning experiences like Nia 
House is critical to educational equity in our country for a number of 
reasons. Research on the connection between rich learning 
opportunities during the early years and the healthy development and  
 



(Tia Waller-Pryde continued) 
 
future educational success of children is 
overwhelming. When you then consider that we 
live in a world where adults still make 
assumptions, sometimes unconsciously, about a 
child’s capacity to do intellectual work based on 
the color of their skin, it is even more important 
that children are strongly rooted in the 
knowledge of their own capacity to learn 
anything. And finally, I believe that if we are ever 
to be successful in transforming our country into 
a place where people from every background 
and experience can grow, thrive, and contribute 
their talents to this world, we have to start by 
consciously creating such environments for our 
children. 
 
When I created Nia House, I believed that 
Montessori’s approach of educating the whole 
child, applied in an environment that reflected 
the diversity of our country, would positively 
impact not just the families we served but the 
entire community. I still do.” 

EVE’S 
15 
YEARS 

“Eve is kind and peaceful and she makes me 
paper from her paper machine.” Jade 

“I love her so much.” Nico 
“Eve is hardworking.” Dorian 

“She’s nice.” Jun 
“It is kind to direct people.” Sophia 

“I am glad she is our teacher because she is 
kind and generous.” Matiz 

“I like her because she is our teacher, she 
works in the office, and she helps me with 

works.” Rosa 

Eve, you are loved and appreciated  
by your Nia House community! 

“While we celebrate the wonderful new classrooms 
and newly landscaped front yard at Nia House, I'd like 
to take a moment to raise a glass to our Executive 
Director, Eve Uberman. Eve has brought invaluable 
energy, heart, and dedication to our community. 
Under Eve's leadership Nia House has flourished – 
We’ve built on our strong Montessori foundation and 
grown with a commitment to grace, courtesy, and 
diversity. I have observed Eve model these things on 
a daily basis for the past seven years since we started 
at Nia House. I am grateful (and in awe!) of Eve’s 
tireless work ethic and her ability to hold a great 
vision for our community. Thank you, Eve, for 
everything you do for Nia House and for all of our 
children each day.“ 

Jeff Vincent, Nia House Board President  



!visit our website: 
niahouse.org 

Friend us for Nia 
House news, 
pictures, videos & 
more! 

hello 
We want to hear 

from you. 
 

Keep us in the loop. 
Send your family’s 

stories, memories, & 
milestones to 

hello@niahouse.org 

Let’s stay connected! 

Nia House  
Learning Center 

 
2234 Ninth Street 

Berkeley, CA 94710 

Join our Founder’s 
Circle Courtyard!  
 
Nia House’s Capital Campaign  
Continues. 
 
Addyour personally designed brick to 
the Nia House Founders Circle 
Courtyard. 
 
Members of the Founders Circle make 
minimum contributions of  $1000. 
Donations can be spread monthly over 
one or two years, or  made all at once.  
 
Please stop by the office  
or email us for more  
information. 


