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Nia House Learning Center 
2234 9th Street 
Berkeley, California 94710 
 
 
 
May 9, 2019 
  
 
 
Dear Nia House families, 
  
We are writing to update you on Nia House’s tuition plan for the coming school year:  
September 2019 - August 2020. 
  
The Nia House Board of Directors (“Board”) has adopted the Finance Committee’s 2019-2020 
budget recommendation with a 4% tuition increase that will become effective September 1, 
2019, for all continuing full-fee students.  The 2019 - 2020 tuition rates will be: 
  

Preschool $1811 

Toddler $2011 

 
The tuition for scholarship students will be adjusted based on updated income guidelines issued 
by the City of Berkeley and the application of a standard formula that determines the 
scholarship tuition foreach income bracket based on a fixed percentage of the income for a 
family in that bracket.  This method applies a consistent approach across the scholarship 
brackets.  Scholarship tuition has not been adjusted for six years, so the implementation of this 
new methodology is appropriate at this point. 
  
The tuition changes adopted for next year support our mission to provide excellent early 
childhood education to students from a diverse range of socio-economic backgrounds in two 
key ways:    
  
First, the changes allow us to open up four additional scholarship spots, so that students on 
scholarships will now represent 48% of the total student population.  (Historically, we have had 
33 scholarship slots – we will now have 37.)  This is an amazing development, particularly given 
that we have not added any new scholarship spots for the last three years.  
  
Second, the tuition adjustments also allow for meaningful salary increases for our talented 
teachers and staff.  Without them, there would be no Nia House!  It is simply critical to the 
sustainability of the school that we adequately compensate our teachers and staff.  Given the 
competitive market for preschool teachers in the area and the fact that many comparable 
schools have larger budgets because they charge higher tuition than Nia House, we need to do 
everything we reasonably can to retain our current teachers and allow us to recruit new 
teachers as needed. 
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Please know that the Committee and the Board do not take tuition increases lightly.  Most of us 
have children at the school too, and we are fully aware of the impact of tuition adjustments on 
family budgets.  We adopted the tuition changes for next year with all of these factors in mind.  
  
If you have any questions about the tuition adjustments, please do not hesitate to contact me, 
Eve Uberman, or any of the parent representatives on the Board.  We are so grateful for your 
ongoing support of Nia House. 
  
Thank you, 
 

 
 
Kirsten Wolff 
Treasurer, Nia House Board of Directors 
Chair, Nia House Finance Committee 
gnkwolff@gmail.com 
  
 


